6.Claim 14 recites the limitation "the mitered corner" in jine 2 of the ciaim. Please delete the words 



There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the ciaim. 



"in the mitered corner" / 

j 

and insert the words "in said mitering.V 



tongs* man \-zman\ n, pi tongsmen [ tongs + man] : tonoer 
Uongue \*i30\ « -S ojten at t rib [ME lunge. It. OE; akin to 
OHC zunga tongue, ON tunga, Goth tungo, OL dingua, L 
Lingua] la U process of the floor of the mouths of most 
vertebrates that is attached basally to the hyoid bone, that 
consists essentially of a mass of extrinsic muscle attaching its 
base to other parts, intrinsic muscle by which parts of the 
structure move in relation to each other, and an epithelial 
covering rich in sensory end organs and small glands, and 
that serves esp. for taking and swallowing food, as the prin- 
cipal seat of the sense of taste, as an instrument for cleansing 
and grooming, as a tactile organ (as in a snake), and in some 
forms (as the toad) as a prehensile organ for the seizing of prey 
b : an analogous part of various invertebrate animals (as the 
radula of a mollusk or the lingula or proboscis of some insects) 
2 : the flesh of the tongue of an animal (as the ox or sheep) 
used as food 3 : the agent of articulated speech : the power of 
communication or expression through speech (though I speak 
with the ~* of men and of angels— 1 Cor 13:1 (AV)> <wonders 
that no **■» can tell) <done to death by slanderous ~s — Shak.) 
<you had better hold your ~> <used the strongest words he 
could lay ~ to> <gave him the rough side of my ~> 4 a : a 
spoken language; esp : a speech used by a particular people or 
class or in a particular region : dialect b : a language other 
than one's own : a foreign or strange language c tongues pi, 
archaic : the learned languages (as Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latin) — used with the d archaic : a people having a distinct 
language (gather all nations and ~s — lsa. 66:18 (AV)> 
0 : manner or quality of utterance with respect to tone or 
sound (a soft ~> or the sense of what is expressed (a flattering 
~> <a foolish ~> or the intention of the speaker <a flattering 
~> t : ecstatic usu. unintelligible utterance called forth in a 
moment of religious excitation <any believer might offer a 
hymn, or a revelation or a ~ —C.T.Craig) — see gift op 
tongues g : the cry of or as if of a hound pursuing or in sight 
of game — used esp. in the phrase to give tongue 6 : tongue- 
fish 6 a : a tapering cone of flame (Pentecostal ~s of fire) 
b : a tapering decorative element used in relief carvings esp. on 
moldings and dart molding) — compare eoo and dart 
7 a : a point or long narrow strip of land projecting from the 
mainland into a body of water b : a point of ice projecting 
nearly horizontally from the submerged part of an iceberg 
c : a current that runs rapidly between rocks d : the lower 
part of a valley glacier 6 : a minor subdivision or specifically 
developed part of a sedimentary formation that. thins laterally 
to disappearance in one direction 1 : an offshoot from a body 
of intrusive igneous rock g : a narrow body of air projecting 
from a main air mass (interlocking dry and moist ~s along a 
cold front) 8 ; something resembling an animal's tongue in 
being elongated and fastened at one end only: as a : a 
movable pin in a buckle that passes through a hole in the strap 
to be secured; also : the corresponding pin of a brooch or 
clasp b : the index of a balance or scale c : a metal ball freely 
suspended inside a bell so as to strike against the sides as the 

tongue joint n : a joint usu. in metal with » — ' ... 



Tf/<f Rfi<*t>6Y<\ House 

Mcr/o/V^Y 7 

a-t>ut (3 but/), v.i a-but-ted, a-but-ting. — v.i. 1. to be 
adjacent; touch or join at the edge or border (often fol. 
by 07i, upon, or against): This piece of land abuts on a 
street. — v.t. 2. to be adjacent to; border on; end at. 3. to 
support by an abutment, [late ME < MF about (er) (to) 
join end to end (a- a- 5 + bout end) and abut (or) (to) 
touch at one end («- a- 5 -f- but end)] 



'am" L P mV, r . Ifln* J of : ." a lum P- a»Krorcynndcr ormetairas- 
fhilL; ? n,us £ el bal1 (2) : bullet b : a piece of metal roughly 
shaped for subsequent processing c : a metal disk for insertion X 
a slot machine; esp : one used illegally Instead of a eo n 2 a" ! 
STfnSnE? 1 i h ! Ckcr lhan a P rtn *«l"* b : a line of type ckst 
,„;,"/ J • . a single drink of liquor : shot 4 : the gravitational 
an 'isles V. in ll r le ff>S , SySlCm t0 Whlch a ^SlSS 
1 a i»« CCclc , rali0n of onc foot P er sccond per second P 
asiug vt slugged; slug.glngj to add a printer's slug to 

-~ 17 i.."..'.' r. ~~~~ * a h »» v v b low "*r *"'«h 

' b rS.!i« J ? lnt/ t Bvildint Trades, a Joint formed by ■ *4 
> fjfpjP™ * ooci or mcUiUinitcd end to end without^ 

abut <a hut/), p.. u-hui-icd. ubut-ling. — 1. io ho 

:i«ij:hviii.; U>ui:li nr join ;a Lh«< tuiisn nr Iwnti-r <nfi«:u fol, 
uy oh. u/hih, ur uiiuiusi): Thix piece, of land abuts on u 
siren. 2. U, \h: ;ulj:ict!iil U>; honh:r on; mil ; ,t.. 3. U> 

NUj>|M»ri hy ;ui abutment, {l:ilo M li < M K oouut(e.r) <U>) 
i<»ni 4 ;ii<| ui isnil {«. A .J + u„ui omi) acnl nhui\er) (ui) 
iaui-Ii ai urn. u„d («- *.* + but isnti)) 
B hll ,, " ,n '-.-.■.-../.„..„/, „_ a g|iru|| (|f l|w iri . nuB 



outt riinges: / loose-pin 
butt, 2 fast-pin butt, 3 
double-acting spring butt 



| outt joint n [*buttj : a joint made 

I by fastening the parts together end* 
to-end and in wood usu. perpen- 
dicular to the grain or edge-to-edge w ithout overlap and oft en 
strengthened (as with a strap) 1 a^Qfc- 

butt knuckle n[*6uu] :a projection shaped like a knuckle usu. ol 
metal and designed to receive pressure (as from a window pole) 
but.tle Vbad.'l. -at*l\ vi buttled; buttled; buttling \-*d. a lirj. 
-3t(')lirj\ buttles [back-formauon fr. butler] substand : to 
serve or act as butler 



emu tuiiuug luc /\*iitiuu ucupic 

a SHt^ 8 ! tot * + V\ vb abutted; abutted; abutting; abuts 
[ME abutten, partly fr. OF aboter, abouter to touch at one end, 

border on (fr. a fr. L ad + bout end, blow, fr. boter t 

bouter to strike), partlv fr. OF abuter to come to an end, aim, 
reach, fr. a- + but end, aim, purpose, of Gmc origin; akin to 
ON butr piece of wood — more at butt (to strike), butt 
(end) j v/ : to touch (as of contiguous estates) along a border or 
with a protecting pan <his land ~s on the road) : terminate at 
a point of contact (as with an adjacent structure) ; lean or 
rest for support (as upon another structure) — used with on, 
upon, or against ~ vt 1 ; to border on : reach or touch with 
an end <two lots that ~ each other) 2 : to cause to abut 
: support by abutment (~ a timber against a post) 

aou.ta VbfrJUdoN u, cap [NL. prob. fr. Sp, a plant of this 
genus] : a genus of tropical American woody vines (family 
Men is perm aceae) — see WHrre pareira, yellow par era 

ab Uti»li Xa'byUd.'l.IX [NL] adv, oj an argument : from utility 

abU.ti.lon \3 r bylid.'l.an, .abyo'tlbnN n [NL, fr. Ar awbHtilQn. 
a plant of this genus] 1 cap : a large genus of mostly tropical 
plants (family Malvaceae) having usu. lobed leaves and 
solitary showy bell-shaped flowers — see flowerino maple, 
Indian mallow 2 -s : any plant of the genus Abutilon 
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"tdngne-lasn V*,*\ vb~ [back-formation fr. tongue-lashing] 

: CHIDE, REPROVE SJTO See SCOLD 

tongue-lashing \'*,«-\ n {* tongue + lashing] : a severe 
scolding 

tongue.less YtarjUsV ad} [ME tungles, fr. tunge tongue + -/« 
-less] 1 : having no tongue 2 : lacking power of speech 

: speechless, mute <best grief is Emily Dickinson) 

tongue. let \-lit\ n -s [Uongue + -let] : a small part, process, 
or object resembling a tongue 
/ / « i A AH jf\//A tOn gueUke V«,A adj [Uongue + like] : resembling a tongue 
UAjndHl D6cP- ^ W TO ngated form or in function 
i t .<*"v» >» I . y tongue ot the trump [so called fr. the fact that the tongue is 
/ /V (cKflrxf ^Al/|tjj, e essenual P 5 "" 1 oi a Jew'* harp] Scot 1 the most important 

f^i/ A Lt V tongue-pad Y-,-\ n. dial chicjly Brit : a great or glib talker 

Ull/f/UWrlN \ tongue pipe n : reed pipe 

tongU.er \'^03(r) \ n -s [ 1 tonsue + -*r] 1 : one that makes or 
inserts tongues (as on shoes, buckles, or boards) 2 : a pack- 
ing house worker who handles tongues 
tongues pi oj TONGUE, pres 3d Sing oj TONGUE 

tongue-shaped \V«\ adj : having the form of a tongue 

tongue shell n : a brachiopod of Lingula or a related genus 
tongue sole n : tonguefish 

tongue.Ster Yt3rjzt*(r), -rj(k)st-\ n -S [Uongue + -rfcr] : a 
glib or talkative person : a voluble speaker : babbler. 
tongue.tack-ed V«,takit\ adj, Scot : tongue-tied 
< tongue-tie V»,»\ vt (back-formation fr. tongue-tied] ; to de- 
prive of speech or the power of distinct articulation by or as if 
by a tongue-tie or a gag : make speechless, silent, or unable to 
speak freely 



Uongue \'bYi\ n [MB tunge, fr. OH; akin to OHG zunga tongue, L 
Ungua] 1 a :a fleshy movable process of the floor of the mouths of 
most vertebrates that bears sensory end organs and small glands 
and functions esp. in taking and swallowing food and in man as a 
speech oruan b : an analogous part of various invertebrate ani- 
mals 2 : the flesh of a tongue (as of the ox or sheep) used as food 
3 : the power cf communication through speech 4 a : language; 
esp : a spoken language 1) : manner or quality of utterance with 
respect to tone or sound, the sense of what is expressed, or the in- 
tention of the speaker c (1) : ecstatic usu. unintelligible utterance 
accompanying religious excitation (2) : the charismatic gift oi 
ecstatic speech rl : the cry of or as if of a hound pursuing or ir 
sight of game used esp. in the phrase to Give tongue 5 : a lone 
narrow sn ip of land projecting into a body of water 6 : something 
resembling an animal's tongue in being elongated and fastened a; 
one end qnlv: as a : a movable pin in a buckle b : a" metal bal 
suspended inside a bell so as to strike against the sides as the bell i: 
swung c : the pole of a vehicle d : the flap under the lacing 6i 
buckles of a shoe at the throat of the vamp 7 a : the rib on on< 
edge of a board that fits into a corresponding groove in an edge o 
another board to make a flush joint h : feather 4 - tongue. likt 

\..lTk\ n*H 
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Application/Control Number: 1 0/706,41 6 Art Unit: 3726 1 
Claim Rejections -35 USC ~ 1 02 
7.The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made jn this Office action:A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 
(b)the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public / - 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United SMI Pi Bf.fi L . 



THIS IS 



States. 



8.Claims I and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Smith et a!. (2,901 ,816). 
Smith discloses abutting two metal strips (12,13), punching a 
substantially rectangular slot (18, 19) into both abutments 
(i.e. overlapping portions of strips 12, 13), inserting into the 
two slots a deformable slug/knock-out-slug (14, 15, 16,17), 
which is essentially reinserted via deformation back into the 



fa or N X 2 '^ 




TWO 

center of slot then clinched into the slots, thereby securely CL&M-CajT j fi(j / 
joining the strips. A plurality of slots (14, 15,16, 17)is used. „ °TS J 

(2c) in jy 5 

Seecol. 1, lines 18-20, col. 2, line 34-- col. 4, line 57; and I 20 



Recr<ifii<tU(-4Z 
(a/o Suva) (J4,i5it4»7 ) 



figs. 1-8 for further clarification ''' 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC ~ 1 03 
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9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all" Cllt404**IG HilQHT iSFLOSff 

OR. SLlGHTJii &€t.cifJ TH6 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: SoU. F<\c£ dp S4(D STRIPS* 

( a ) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed wfSuAIH 12\ 

described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be \ / 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dubus (1, 141,046). 
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' The Examiners arguments have been fully considered, but in view of the stated technical terms, 
from what I consider to the most authoritarian dictionary sources, 
defining the disputed concise words in my application 
please re-consider the following statements. 

5 Smith's metal strips (12,13) are overlapping (on top of each other). All of Smith's Fig. 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8, 
9 and 10 shows overlapping, not "Butt-joining." All of Gerfast's 14 claims states "Butt-joining" and 
and also clearly states in claim 1 : "in two ABUTting metal strips". . . "punching two rectangular slots " 
..."clinching a slug into said slots".... securely JOINING said strips." This is showing that the process 
steps or structural limitation are able to stand alone. 

Iq And it is also clearly shown as butt-joining .(end to end) in Fig. 1 . 

Contrarily Smith states: (Col. 1 lines 29, 30) " Fastening sheet metal pieces (2) 
in a face to face relationship."(in other words overlapping, not butt-joined.) 
I also searched both the Internet and in libraries, for many of the dictionary definitions. 
Please read the enclosed definitions from the most authoritarian sources. 

/5 Even the Examiner (paragraph 8) is concluding that Smith's metal strips (12,13) are overlapping, 
(i.e. overlapping portions of strip 12,13). There is NO " ButHoining" in U.S. 2,901,816 Smith et all 
With both the Examiner and the most authoritarian sources defining "butt-joining" versus "overlapping" 
I fail to see how Smith's patent is at all describing the Gerfast application, and respectfully requests 
that the rejection of claim 1 and 5 be withdrawn. 

Jit) Smith's rectangular slot (18. 19) are not "slots", but are rectangular tongues (fastened at one end), 
(they are sheared on 3 sides and bent down on the 4 th side to form tongues. When Smith punches two 
overlapping sheets (Col. 2 lines 41 through 54 ) he is forming: 

"integral [meaning hanging together with his "metal stock 12 and 13] tongues 14, 15,16 aaU7 " 
he also explains that punching the tongues "leaves slot type opening 18 and 19" which is where the material 
^5 for his tongues originates. Smith does not have real rectangular (clean-cut) slots, 

nor does he have any "slug" [defined as "a lump, disk or cylinder of metal] (Webster dictionary) 

Gerfast have (clean-cut) rectangular slots in two abutting metal strips (claim 1 and Fig.l), 

and furthermore has "a deformable slug", that is "clinched into said slots" (Claim 1, slug shown in Fig.l.) 

4 : 



With all the above stated differences and with the Examiner agreeing with some of the above statements, 
and the most authoritarian dictionary sources defining "butt-joining" versus "overlapping", 
I fail to see how Smith's patent is at all describing the Gerfast application, and respectfully requests 
that the rejection of claim 1 and 5 be withdrawn. 
O &\JS) "Regarding claims 1,3, and 5 Dubus discloses abutting (i.e. lean to for support on one another) 

two strips (1,2) than punching a substantially rectangular slot (Fig. 4-6) into both abutments, and inserting 
into the slots a deformable slug (3,4; 5,6; 7,8) and clinching it into the slots, thereby securely joining the strips 
The abutments have two rounded edges (Fig.5) produced by a punch (i.e. punching operation carried out, 
lines 64-65 ) and is inherent that a punch is normally used in cooperation with a die. A plurality of slots 
not labeled , Fig. 4-6 is used." 

Dubus does not disclose abutting; he is showing (Col. 1 lines 54, Col. 2 57-59) 

"{bands}" are first positioned in the overlapping relation shown Fig.l, whereby to provide double thickness 

from which the locking tongues may be punched or otherwise produced" 

I also fail to find the word "abutting" as defined as "lean to for support on one another" 

in the most authoritarian dictionary sources. Dubus slots (Fig. 4-6) are not slots but are tongues 3 and 4, 

tongues 5 and 6 and tongues 7 and 8 that he states as: the locking tongues. See above: {bands}" are first 

positioned in the overlapping relation shown Fig.l, whereby to provide double thickness from which 

the locking tongues may be punched or otherwise produced." 

Nor does he have rectangular "slots", "tongues" are very differently defined from the definition of "slots" 
Nor does he have slugs defined as "a lump, disk or cylinder of metal] (Webster dictionary) 
his parts 3,4,5,6,7, and 8 are all tongues. 

Examiners quoted lines 64 and 65, in Dubus, further emphasizes that that these parts 
are "tongues produced from the upper overlapping" etc etc. 

With all the above stated differences and with the Examiner agreeing with the "overlapping " statements, 
and the most authoritarian dictionary sources defining "abutting" versus "overlapping", 
I fail to see how Dubus's patent is at all describing the Gerfast application, and I also fail to understand 
how the above would have made claim 1, 3 and 5 obvious and respectfully requests that the 103 
obviousness rejection of claim 1, 3 x and 5 be withdrawn. 
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Regarding claims 2 and 4 . Dubus does not disclose expressly 

the strips being metal or material other than metal 

or the abutments being keystone shaped instead of rectangular. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been an 
obvious matter of design choice to a person of ordinary skill 

in the art to make the strips of Dubus either metal 

or material other than metal and to make the abutments 

keystone instead of rectangular because Applicant has not 

disclosed that making the strips of metal or material other 

than metal or making the abutments keystone shaped 

instead of rectangular provides an advantage, 

is used for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. 

One of ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would have 

expected Applicant's invention to perform equally well with 

strips of Dubus because the strips are 

effectively joined to one another. 



Therefore, it would have been an obvious matter of 
design choice to modify Dubus to obtain 
the invention as specified in claims 2 and 4. 



'The keystone shape further 
enhances the holding force 

during a pull-apart test o f 
jhe joined strips." 
Gerfast page 2 lines 17,18,19 
"a rounding feature.are without 
added cost, further enhancing 
the hold 'Hfl 1^ rrj> " 

Gerfast page 2 lines 22-25 
Neither of these features are 
obvious, nor do they appear at 
all in Dubus. 
Gerfast strips are "flush" 
" and can be totally flat" 

(claim 12) (page 2 line 2) 
Neither of these features 
are obvious, nor do they 
ap pear in Dubus_ 
With the previous statements 
of non-obviousness on page 5 
and the stated differences 
I respectfully request that 
the 103 rejection of claim 2 
and claim 4 be withdrawn. 



& 



Application/Control Number: 10/706,416 Art Unit: 3726 
Response to Arguments 

1 1 .Applicant's arguments filed 9/22/05 have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Dubus does not disclose abutting or an abut joint. According to the the most 
In response, the Examiner maintains that overlapping portions of the authoritarian dictionaries 
Dubus strips (1 , 2) abut one another because the abutting is "abutting" is never overlapping, 

encompassedby the overlapping. In addition, the recitation "butt-joining" See Page 5 lines 6-9 
has not been given patentable weight because the recitation occurs in (the claims stand alone) 
the preamble. A preamble is generally not accorded any patentable weight where it merely recites 
the purpose of a process or the intended use of a structure, and where the body of the claim does not 
depend on the preamble for completeness but, instead, the process steps or structural limitations 
are able to stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPO 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 
187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPO 478,481 (CCPA 1951). 

12 .Applicant's arguments, see pages 3-5, filed 9/22/05, with respect to the rejection of claims 6-12 have 

been fully considered and are persuasive.The rejection of claims 6-12 using prior art has been withdrawn. 
Allowable claims 13. Claim 6 is objected to as being Please cancel claim 6. Add claim 15 

dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 15. Butt-joining method comprising: 

allowable if rewritten in independent form including all In two abutting metal strips punching 

of the limitations of the baseclaim and any a substantially keystone shaped slot 

intervening claims. in both abutments, inserting into said two slots 



a deformable slug, clinching said slug imto s^ 



slots, thereby securely joining said strips. 




14. Examiner-states that claim 1-U would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2 2 nd paragraph, set forth in this office action. ^ 
Please insert the word "both" after the word "of in claim 7 line 19. 

Also remove "in the mitered corner" and insert "in said mitering." in claim 14 line 10 and 1 1 
These changes, plus all the above mentioned severe differences between the Gerfast application 
versus Smith and Dubus, mentioned above, and corrections to clarify my application language, 
should in my opinion place the case in condition for allowance. 




Sten Gerfast 
1802 Valley Curve Rd. 
Mendota Hts., MN 551 18-4330 



8 



